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name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in heavex, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth: and ©. ors 
wy He confess, that Jesus Clirist is Lord, to the glory 
of the Father.” 
* Could it be proved that Christ was not able to accom- 
plish the divine will, and to perform his mission here on 
earth ; the knowledge of this, would interrupt our joys on 
this occasion, as it would leave room for doubt whether, 
we, our children, or our friends should ultimately receive 
the glad tidings of great joy, and be partakers of Sanva- 
TION. 

The perverseness of the will of man, was, by the onm 
niscient eye plainly seen, and by the divine prescience cleap- 
ly known, before ever God sent his son to save from Sin; 
and it is surely reasonable to suppose, that according to the 
design of the Father, the Son was endowed with every 
quality or perfection adequate to the accomplishinent of 
God's gracious designs. Jesus has given us a caution not to 
enter upon any great or impertant undertaking withoni 
first sittmg down and couvting the cost ; without carefully 
examining whether we possess the power and the means of 
finishing what we begin. See Luke 14, 2é to Sist ve. 
“For which of you intending to build a tower, sitteth not. 
down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient 
to finish af ? Lest haply after he hath laid the foundation, 
and is not able to finish iZ, all that behold i, begin to mock 
him, saying, this man began to build, and was net able to 
finish, Or what king pons tomake war against another 
king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be 
eble with ten thousand to meet him that cometh aga:nst 
him with twenty thousand 7” Shall we not believe that 
Jesus, who came to ft and prepare man 4s a lively sione 
for that building, that house not made with hands eternal 
in the heavens, who came to erect an holy temple for the 
habitation of the most,high God, attended to the same cau- 
tion of wisdom, and counted the cost ere he undertook the 
building? And may we not suppose, that the king of right 
eousness, who came to make war with the prince of dark 
ness—the prince of the power of the air that worketh in 
the children of disobedience, did duly consider the force 
he would have to encounter, search into the strength and 
various wiles of the arch enemy, and knew perfectly ere 
he commenced the war, bow it would terminate. In proof 
of this we may urge a declaration of the apostle, “ For the 
weapons of eur warfare are not carnal, but mighty, through 
God, to the pulling down of strong holds, casting down im- 
aginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” These weapons of 
warfare are undoubtedly the same that Paul recommends 
to the Ephesians, and which consist of those celestial gra- 
ées, and principles of the gospel, which Jesus himself em- 
ploys, and which are competent, being mighty, tothe pul- 
ling down the strong holds made by the perverse wills of 
men—casting down allthose vain imaginations produced 
by pride and loftiness, and the bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ. When every thonght 
of man is brought into obedience, then must he be saved 
from his sins. A passage in Jude corresponds with this, 
“The Lord cometh with ten thousand of his saints, to ex- 
ecute judgment upon all, and to convince all thatare ungoc 
ly among them, of all their ungodly deeds which they have 

ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches, which une 
in plain intelligible language, that God hath g.ven the Sa-|vodly sinners have svoken against him.” When therefore, 
views 2 peme. which is abeoya every name, thet “atthe fhe ungodly are eeuvineed by the spirit of Jesus of their yi 











A CHRISTMAS SERMON. 

(Continued, from page 35.) : 
Sxconpiy.—Will Jesus accomplish the purpose for 
@hich he came into the world, will he save all his people 
from their Svs? That all men might repent, return int 
Gol and be saved, is the prayer of ati who love their God; 
end who have experienced the blessed effects of holiness 
‘and righteousness. This has been the prayers of good men 
in all ages; and even of some who have believed in the 
absolute necessity of some of the human race being forey- 
er miserable, for the glory of God, and the happiness of 
the saints, It is an event so desirable, that Jesus said, 
“there is more joy in heaven over one sinner that repen- 
teth, than over ninety end nine just persons who need no 
yepentance.” While then such is the desirableness of the 
event, which saints on earth pray for ; and at which saints 
end angels rejoice. May we not anticipate the period, 
when the joys of heaven will be made perfect in the salva- 
tion of every creature? Should any doubt, Jet such seri- 
ously consider what is te hinder the accomplishment of this 
divine mission. Would the good man, who hates sin, and 
loves’righteousness, throw obstacles in the way? would 
holy angels ? would Christ the Lord? would Almighty 
God? No. God wills that all should be saved. In con- 
formity to which, Christ came to save—Angels rejoiced 
when the Saviour was born—Saints in heaven are glad, 
when the sinner turns from his sins—and saints on earth 
y continually that all, yea, every sinner may turn to the 
rd his God, and obey him in righteousners. What then 
saall prevent thé salvation of all men? wi It de sad; We 
perverse an‘ obstinate will of man? That man is perverse 
and obstin.ute, is readily admitted ; too much so indeed for 
his own good. But is this the only obstacle in the way of 
salvation? It is, unless man’s eternal misery is necessary 
to the production of the greatest possible good; in which 
@ase, the will and purposes of God, not man’s Will, is the 
obstacle. Not believing this, it can only be admitted, that 
the will of man alone prevents. But is it not man’s ignor- 
ance of the things which belong to his peace, thet is the 
eause of this perverseness? ‘Then in order for the con- 
tinuance of ‘this perverse oppesition to Christ and his Gos- 
pel, man must remain in eternal ignorance. But so far 
from this “ it is written in the Prophets and they shall ull 
be taught of God”—and Jesus saith, “ he that hath heard, 
and learned of the Father cometh unto me ; and him that 
eometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out.” But shall the 
gracious will of the Father of mercies be rendered null and 
void, merely to gratify the perverse will of the creature, 
when the gratification will terminate in his eternal misery, 
and the violation of the divine purposes? Had it, on the 
other hand been said, that God yielded up his own will and 
pleasure, to the will of the creature, when it would tend to 
the happiness of man ; something might be said in favor 
of the supposition :—Yet even the, it would be saying, 
that God’s purposes did not embrace the best good and hap- 
piness of man: bat to say God yields his will to the will of 
man, which ends in his endless misery, is inadmissible by 
scripture, as well as good sense. God is said to work all 
things after the council of his own will,—Jesus saith, “ all 
power in heaven and in earth is committed unto me,” and 
ef him it is said, * thy people shall be willing im the day of 
thy power, in thebeauty of holiness.” Paul hath declared 
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godly deeds and hard speeches, they will be made obedient saken me,’, and hear, Oh hear, the last prayer of him whe 
to his will. ‘his is further proved by the declaration of loved you! that prayer which in softest music dropt from 
the Savieur, “ It is expedient for you that I go away ; for | the dying lips of your Saviour,“ Father forgive them, for 
if I go not away, the comforter will not come unto you ;|they know not what they do.” 
but if [ depart, I will send him unto you. Andwhenheis| Greater love hath no man, saith Jesus, than this, that 
come, he will convince (or reprove) the world of sin oe a man lay down his life for his friend. But God commen- 
of righteousness, and of judgment.” When therefore, the} deth his love, toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
world is conyineed by the comforter or hgly spirit of grace, | Christ died for us—for all. 
of Sin, and of righteousness ; every knee will be prepared; Let us well consider how inconsistent we shall act, if 
to bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things while we profess to rejoice befere God, for his great mer- 
ander the earth, and every tongue wili he willing to ack- ‘cies in sendinghis Son to save us from sin, we indulge in 
nowledge, “ Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the sinful practices; among which may be numbered, an unchar- 
Father.” itable, unfriendly dispesition, a spirit of hatred and bitter- 
The same divine benevolence, which brought a Saviour ness, which leads to variance and strife. Let those who 
into the world tosave man from sip, will call into exercise) profess to be the friends of Christ aud his Gospel, hear 
all the energies of the divine nature te accomplish the| what he says, “ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever [ 
glorious purposes of God. Thus the Apostle reasons, “He|command you.” What hath he commanded? “ That ye 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us) love one another as] have loved you.” Again, “ by this 
all, how shall he not with him alse freely give us all things.”| shall men know thut ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
fence we may rest assured, that Christ will save his)one to another.” This love will cause you to imitate your 
people from their sins; which people are all mankind.|redeemer, it will lead you to the chamber of the sick, do- 
*The pleasure of the Lord shall prosper im his hands.” .The/ ing allin your power for their good—the widow and the 
glovy of God shall be revealed and all flesh shallsee it to-| orphan will be remembered—and the poor and friendless 
gether. ‘This is that mystery which kings and Prophets! will not be turned pennyless from the door. You will of- 
desired to see but could not ; that mystery unfolded in the) ten attend the house of worship, cultivating peace on earth, 
gospel and made known to the apostles, as he thus writes,| and good willto men. It most surely is a pleasureable 
that, “ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of|employment, to cultivate brotherly love, and christian 
Christ,” which in other ages was not made known unto the/| fellowship; whereby the sick find a friend, and! the needy 
sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy Apostles and jobtain relief. Does any one doubt this; let him come and 
Prophets by his spirit ; that the gentiles should be fellow’ taste, and see that the Lord is good and gracious, and he 
heirs, and of the same body, and pariakers of his promise} will discover the joys of holy friendship, and that there is 
in Christ, by the Gospel.” Again, “havmg made known to) pleasure unspeakable in doing good. 
tis the mystery of his (God’s) will, according to his a : 
leasure, as purposed in himseir: that in the dispensation o 
the fulness of site, he might gather together,in one all COMMUNICATIONS. 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are FOR THE INQUIRER 
on earth, even in him.” 
 Surély then we have cause of much rejoicing, and with To the Hon. Jupcx Goopats, ei Bernardstown, Mass. 
the greatest propriety, we may celebrate with religious de-| Dear Sir.—The conversation which we had a few days 
votion the birth of a Saviour who is Christ the Lord, and|ago, on the Calvimistic and Univeérsalian doctrines, has.so 
avail ourselves of this auspicious morn to proclaim liberty | deeply impressed my mind, that I have resolved to send it 
to captives the opening of the prison to them that are|to the press, that it may be presented before us in such @ 
bound,—comforting the mourner—binding up the broken form as toenable us thoroughly to consider its merits and 
hearted,—proclaiming the acceptable year of the Lord—|its bearings. I should not do this, did I not consider you 
and declaring the glad tidings of great joy to all people. as able an advocate of the Calvinistic doctrine as any 
The attention of the audience is now mvited to the con-)other man ; and, therefore, do not suppose the cause cam 
templation of the character of him whose nativity we this | suffer by an attack from ine, for want of amy support, which 
day celebrate, in prayer and praise. In him was displayed |it is capable of receiving. And, as you professed, in our 
all these moral virtues and christian graces, which render |conversation, to be willing to renounce your side of the 
man happy. Jesus wasa pattern of gentleness, meekness, question, and to embrace mine, if that could be proved in- 
and humility; he loved mankind in sincerity of heart ; and | consistent, and this consistent with truth, [1 am not without 
to their good he devoted his life. His friendship was as hopes of diverting from the cause, of what lesteem error, 
unchangeable as the divine nature, and his great desire was |the aid of talents which are capable of doing much service 
to remove grief and affliction from the world ; by him the/on the side of truth, As we came to nothing decisive om 
sick were healed, the blind received their sight, the mourn-|our first topic, viz. the question whether natural evil be 
er was comforted, and life and immortality were brought to|the cause of moral evil, or vice versa, | shall omit to state 
light. Yet in all these works of benevolencé how was he|what was said thereon, engaging, at the same time, if oc- 
received—how was he treated ? When doing good it was|casion require, to maintain that natural evil is the cause of 
attributed to the devil, he was called a wine bibber, a glut-|moral evil. I may not be able to state our conversation ik 
ton, a fiend of publicans and sinners. He was reviled, |the exact order in which it was pursued, nor may I be able 
but he reviled not again. He is Cenied shelter from the |to state the precise language used: but I will candidly eri- 
chilling dews of night, his zealous disciples would call fite |deavor to state the substance, and hope yon will correct any 
down from heaven ; but he meekly replies, 1 came not to |essential error which you may discover therein. 
destroy men’s lives but to savé them. He was falsely accu-| You contended that an infinite price was paid for the 
sed, buffeted, condemned and sentenced tc aie; but as|redemption of man—that the debt que to divine justice, 
gentle as the lamb he opened not his mouth, he complains |for the sins of the whole world, was entirely paid by the 
not, men curse but he blessed. At length the meek and/| sufferings of JesusChrist. I replied, if that be the case, 
lowly Jesus was brought to calvaries mount. He, who buta|all sinners are exonerated frem the demands of justice. 
afew days before, entered Jerusalem with surrounding |Let their sins be few or many, small or great, the debt be- 
multitudes crying, Hosannah to the Son of David, while |ing paid, they are clear, and have no satisfaction to make. 
children joined their infant voices in praises of Zion’s king, | You rejoined, that, altho’ the debt was paid, yet the sinner 
scattering branches of palm in his way, was brought |is not to be released but on certain conditions; viz. faith 
forth as a criminal, even he, in whose mouth was found no/and repentance. I answered, if that be the case, it is not 
guile, was nailed to the cross. Hear the agonizing groan ! certain that the debt is really paid, as you first stated. 
the plaintive ory, “my @od, my God, why hast thou for- | Your statement is this; Christ Kas paid the debt which the 
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sins of the whole world compose, but, unless,I have faith 
and repentance, the debt, which my sins compose, is not 
paid; and, if half, or two thirds of mankind should never 
have faith ayd repentance, the debt to divine justice would 
lie against them to all eternity—a debt that never can be 
paid, and yet was actually paid eighteen hundred years 
! Would it be a fact that Christ has paid the debt in 
question if none of the human race. had never possessed 
taith and repentance? If lowea debt, anda friend pays 
it, the debt certainly does not lie against me, whether | be- 
lieveit or not. I may imagine it is still due, but my imag- 
ination about it is false, In this way we argued a consid- 
erable time, but you discovered nothing but what you still 
believed, both that the debt of the sins of all is paid, and 
yet, to those who do not comply with conditions, it is not 
paid, and never will be. Well; said] admitting the debt 
ef sin to be paid for us, by Christ, how are we rewarded 
accord*tug to our works, as the scriptures declare ? You re- 
pliel as follows.—Suppose I were sentenced, for some 
erime, to be imprisoned thirty days, this | justly deserve— 
a friend ascertains, that, by paying a certain sum, 1 may be 
released ; he pays it, I may then be released if I will.— 
Well, suppose you are released within fourteen days from 
eommitment, when you deserved to remain in prison six- 
teen days longer, do you receive what you deserve? Ans. 
Yes. But [should think youdid not. In order for this 
eomparison to apply, you should first have deserved im- 
prisonment for thirty days, or only fourteen days provided 
somebody would pay a fine for you. The amount of the 
statement is this,—you deserve thirty days imprisonment ; 
but, if you have a friend who may buy off a part of what 
you dé@erved why then you did notdeserve it. You have 
suffered only fourteen days imprisonment when you deser- 
eved thirty : and therefore you have not suffered according 
to your deserts, but-are prevented by the interposition of 
your friend. In this case you are saved from punishment, 


and that which you deserve ; which will not compare with 


the salvation by Christ. He (say the scriptures) shall save 
~his-people from their sins, (not from punishment which sins 
deserve) and turn away every one of you from his iniqui- 
ties—not from the punishment due for iniquities. If sin 
deserves infinite punishment, all mankind must syffer it ; 
for all have sinned. If, therefore, they should be rewar- 
ded according to their deserts, not one soul could be saved. 
But this they never deserved ; for they deserve nothing 
which transcends their capacity. Reply. I think you er- 
roneously contend that sin is measured by our capacity. If 
I offend against an inferior, it is a crime of the smallest 
magnitude. If against an equal, the crime is greater. If 
against a superior the crime is greater still. Therefore, if 
I offend against God the crime is infinite. The crime ri- 
ses with the dignity of the personage against whom it is 
eommitted. Well, Sir, letustry your statement at the 
bar of reason. If I should rob you of your coat what 
should I deserve? Ans. Say confinement in the State’s pris- 
on ten years. Well, Sir, suppose a mischievous puppy 
should seize upon your coat and rend it in pieces ; 1. e. rob 
you of your coat ; what would he deserve? Didany bo- 
dy ever suppos® a puppy deserved as great a punishment as 
a man, for such an offence? The destruction of a man’s 
coat, by a puppy, is as much of a sin, for ought I see, as the 
same act done by a man ; and is as much an infinite sin; 
and as much deserves an infinite punishment, on the sup- 
pane that sin is measured by the infinitude of Jehovah. 
make a strong case, the more clearly to show the fallacy 
of your hypothesis. The taking of property clandestinely, 
or without legal right, and depriving the owner of it, is, in 
itself, the same crime, whether it be done by a beast, an 
‘ideot, or aman of understanding : but, we should think it 
ridiculous enough if human laws made no distinction on 
account of the mental capacity of the perpetrater, But 
human authority, in this case, marks the standard of dig- 
nity against which (he transgression is committed ; and, if 
the transgression is to be measured thereby, the beast, or 
- Uae ideot, is as crimjual as the man of profound understand- 


ing. Reply. I suppose there are dlegrves of punishment, 
and that two persons may suffer a punishment infinite in 
duration, and yet one of them suffer far more intensely 
than the other. T'wo men may be confined in prison an 
equal number ef years,or whipped an equal number ot 
stripes, and yet one suffer as much again as the other.— 
Well, Sir, that supposition supporis my position, and de- 
stroys yours ; for, if sin were measured by the infinitude 
of God, and not by the capacity of man, there would be 
\no difference between the criminality of any two persons ; 
and, consequently, none in the severity of their punish 

ment. Besides, if a punishment, infinite in duration, woul! 
admit of such a variety of degrees as to its intensity, it 
would, in many cases, hardly admit of being ealled pun- 
ishment. Suppose a man to possess a capacity of ten de- 
grees—I mean a capability of ten degrees of happiness, an! 
|he should eternally be punished in one degree, it follows 
\that he would eternally be, nine toone,ahappymen. Re- 
ply. ‘That does not follow—as I said before, the two men 
in prison, for the tame term, may be, ove of them perfect- 
ly miserable, the other far less so. Well, Sir, what makes 
the one less miserable than the other? Is it not because 
|he has some remaining happiness? Suppose the misery v1 
\the wicked, during eternity, isto consist of despair, In that 
case, a person to be perfectly miserable, must have no hope, 
jand, if another person be not in complete despair what is 
the reason ? is it not because he has some hope ? 


Reply. No.—There is, and can be, no hope in a state 
of endless punishment. 

Well then, there is, and can be, no difference in the in- 
tensity of punishment. Where there is no hope there 
must be complete despair ; and compl:te despair admits 
of no degrees of intensity. 

Reply. I think it does, 

What, Sir, do you think there can be degrees in that 
which 1s perfect and complete ? 

Ans. Yes, I think so :—A man may be in complete des- 
pair of mind, and at the same time, sufler much otherwise, 
in addition. 

Ques. Howso? 

Ans. Suppose a man to be bereaved of his friends, and 
the greatest agony of mind should come upon him, might 
henot suffer an addition of bodily pain ? 


Ans. No:—The infliction of bodily pain upon him 
would suspend his mental sufferings. It is on this princi- 
ple that physicians cure maniacs. Let aman in distress of 
mind, be subjected to the lash, in such a degree as to pro- 
duce bodily pain, and, whilethe lash is applied, he will 
not experience the mental anguish from its previous cause. 
This is an established principle in natural philosophy. 
Therefore, instead of the possibility of producing any ac- 
cession to the misery of a person in perfect despair, such 
means as you mention for the purpose would be more like- 
ly to diminish it. All possible pain of mind prevents any 
possible pain of body ; and vice versa. Wence the suppo- 
sition that there may be degrees in a punishment of end- 
less continuance, is unfounded in the nature of things. ‘T'o 
suppose there may be degrees of punishment in eternity. 
is only tosuppose the continuance of our present state ; 
and it ought not to be called, in that case, a state of punish- 
ment, buta state of.rewards and punishments. In this 
present state, a person deprived of all hope is perfectly 
miserable ; while those who have more hope than despair 
are happy ; and, if they have perfect hope, are perfectly 


happy. 
JOHN BROOKS: = 
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to, FOR THE INQUIRER. 
The practice of Calwinisis indirect opposition te free tal- 
eration, and to ihe letter and spire of the eonstitution. 
When we consider the enlightened views and liberal pol- 
icy of the convention which framed the constitation, as 
well as the instrument ‘itself, nothing can be more evident 
than’ that they intended to stay the progress ef tyranrry 
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‘and unnerve the arm of usurpation in matters of faith and | nificance. We are all sensible that impressions made upon 
religion. Aad under the fall conviction that religious ty-|the tender mind have a permanent effect, it is therefore 
Yanny was about to be abolished, and the reign of free en- | highly important that the mind should be stored with co1- 
quiry to commence its benign operation, without the aid | rect ideas and principles. The precepts aad vbligations 
of priest-craft, the good people of Connecticut carefully | of morality should be strenuously inforced on all proper 
éonsidered and adopted this constitution as their guide and oceasions. Let those intrusted with the management of 
and pole-star. It is also equally certain that the stat ‘ites | youth be careful to fortify their precepts by their own good 
were recently revised in order to conform to, and comport |examples. And let them not fail to inculcate, that reaf 
with our written constitution. But according to the cus-| Religzon does not consist in whimsical ceremonies and obser- 
Yonary liberality of the Calvinists they constrne the 7th vances; but inthe exercise of lore and gratitude to God, 
wection of the statutes on education in such manner as to and in the exercise of charity, benevolence, and the social vir~ 
make the statutes and constitution at open war with each | fwes towards their fellow men. Let not the rising genera- 
wher. ‘The constitution declares that “ no person shall be | tion suppose’ that piety is measured by the length of the 
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“oe petas of Almighty power, 
‘W wsistent doctrine has been amply refuted in the former num- 


dlasscd with or associated to, any congregation, church or 
associatio®.” Notwithstanding these plain and positive 
Aeciarations of the constitution, the mathematical conclusion 
of the catvinists is, that all mankind are born heirs to the 
sximpé, sublime and intelligible doctrine of Election and Rep- 
robation. And assoon as they can lisp, the Westminster 
etechism containing an abstract of calvinism, is put mto 
their hands, with orders to commit the pree:ous deposit 
tomemory. The Instructors of district schools are compel- 
Yed by the visiting committee, to teach their pupils, that 
* God hath fore ordained whatsoever comes to pase : That 
Fe governs ali his creatures and all their actions : That He 
hath elected afew from all eternity to everlasting happi- 
ness, and reprobated the rest of mankind to interminable 
torments.” The visiting committees are generally compo- 
se.} of one or more orthordox clerzy, who take the lead in 
visiting schools.-In order to stimulate the scholars he 
gravely informs them that in awarding the customary pre- 
miums, particular regard will be had to those who shall 
Ynuke the greatest proficiency in acquiring this all w- 
portant sysiem of orthedory. If an Instructor refuse from 
‘scruples ef conscience to instract his scholars in the ecate- 
ohism, he is promtly tuld he must sabmit to his superiors, 
or abaudon his profession. [fa scholar declines learning 


it, he is expelled from the school ! But let us inquire what 
kind of toleration is this which compels instruetors to teach 
matters o faith contrary to their own reason experience and 


bclief? 1s this in conformity to the letter and spirit ofa 
free constitution? Or do the statutes require that al/ men 
shall be educated Calvinists ? The statutes indeed require 
that the visiting committee “ superintend the general in- 
siruction of the scholars.” But who but a calvinist would 
infer that“ general instruction” extended to matters of 
faith? Does not general instruction refer to the arts and 
sciences? And does not particular instruction in matters of 
faith and religion come within the province of parents and 

ardians? This exclusive right of teaching orthodox 
‘isneither expressed nor implied by the statutes, and the 
constitution expressly forbids it. 

Ifthe visiting committee are to superintend the rising 
generation in the study of orthodoxy I would respectfully 
suggest to the next legislature, the propriety of declaring 
by statute what orthodoxy is. 

The immoral tendency of the doctrine contained in the 
catechism ought to exclude it entirely from our schools. 
Tf parents wish their children to learn it let them teach it, 
but by no means compel instructors to teach what they 
know to be false. Let a child be led to beleive that God 
governs all his words and all his actions, will he hesitate 
to lie, steql and murder? If God governs and directs his 
actions, he will at once perceive that he is not responsible 
for his conduct. He will unavoidably be forced to the 
conclusion that man is a mere machine, moved by the im- 
But this ridiculous and incon- 


bers of your paper ; but the mode of: propagating it from 
‘ene generation'to another .has not been thoroughly atten- 
@ed to. The precious seeds of calvinism must be sown in 
jofancy, or it seldom takes deep root, contrary to the gen- 
laws of nature it seems to flourish best in a weak or 
barren soil. Let this insidwous mode of cultivating it be 
“abandoned, amg it-will epon gpk into its own petive imig- 


| phiz, or that christianity is weighed in the false balance of 
| professions. Happy would it be for mankind if this sys- 
tem ofteaching creeds and dogmas could be abolished, and 
the doctrine of morality substituted ; but as long as man- 
kind subseribe to the calvinistic method of teacitng dogs 
mas for facts, so long may we expect the clouds of superst- 
‘* nand intolerance will obscure the menial vision of the 
rising generation. 
A SCHOOLMASTER,. 
= 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 
THE MORALITY OF THE GOSPEL; OR 
THE IMMORAL TENDENCY OF CALVINISM, 


NO. 6. 

We have examined at some length the general tendency 
and effects of the spirit of Calvinism,—a spirit which ari- 
ses in a great measure from the arbitrary, unmereiful and 
vindictive character which the calvinistic scribe 
to the Deity ; but before we dispose of this il” sub- 
ject, we must notice more specifically some of the practical 
consequences of this spirit upon the moral and religious 
character of the devotees of orthodoxy. 

As we have attempted to shew, the spirit of calvinism is, 
that of fear and servility towards God, and uncharitable- 
ness, and vindittivéeness towards mankind. ‘Phe’ practical 
tendency of this spirit upon the religious, moral and ‘social 
character, is obvious from the nature of it, and if not, ex- 
perience has left no doubt on the subject. Let us for a 
moment analize the religious worship of the votaries of 
Calvinism, They believe that God hates sin, and is angrg 
with the wicked every day, and that there is a state of en- 
mity subsisting between man and his maker, occasioned by 
original sin, as well as by actual transgression; and they 
also believe, that the justice of God requires that they 
should suffer all the punishment which the wrath of an of- 


Y | fended God can inflict, and that never to have an end. Can 


a person who believes in such a God, and who considers 
such to be the relation in which he stands towards him, wor- 
ship, reverencé and adore him? Heconsiders his God as 
his greatest enemy, as filled with divine wrath towards him, 
and that his justice requires that he should be eternally 
miserable. Cursed with the sin of his primitive progen- 
etor, and from the depravity of his nature, being totally 
unable to avoid actual transgression, he ig every moment 
offending his maker, and the object of his "holy wrath and 
vengeance. 

It is the necessary consequence of such sentiments, that it 
should be the first object of the creature to attempt. to ef» 
fect a “reconciliation with his Creator. He attempts to 
make his peace with his God, to conciliate his favour and 
to appease his wrath. He approaches the altar with fear 
and trembling, and attempts to supplicate for mercy, and 
hopes to escape the dreadful punishment of his wrath, and 
which he himself, believes due to his sins. Is not fear and 
servility the spirit of such devotion? Is it not essentially 
the same as a slave pays to his tyrant master? Is not this 
the same spirit and the same homage, with which a culprit 
who had forfeited his life and is under sentence of death, 
would approach the tribunal of power and merey? Can 
there be any devotion without love? Is this the religious. 


Worship whigh p christian qffcys to lag God, or isit the wary, 
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ship of idolaters to their angry Deities with altars stained They suppose that they have suffered in the cause of their 


with the blood of victims ofiered in sacrifice ? 


God, and that by their services and sufferings they have 


As the object of such worship is to appease an angry |laid him under an obligation towards them, and created & 


God, and reconcile him to the worshiper, it supposes that 
in order to produce this reconciliation, God, and not man 
It is an attempt to produce a change in the 


is to change. 
willand purposes of him, in“ whom there 1s no variable- 
ness nor shadow of turning.” Itis not so much our pres- 
ent purpose (o exhibit the absurdity, and we may say, the 
impiety of this worship, asto unfold its practical effects and 
the immoral tendeucy of it. For which purpose let us in- 


quire how, this change in the dispositions and purposes of 


God is to be effected ; how his wrath is to be appeased and 
his favour conciliated? This is attempted by means and 
expedients, the same in principle, as those which have 
eharacterised almostevery system ofvidolatry. ‘The an- 
gry Gods of heathenism could only be propiciated by sac- 
rifices ; by the blood of goats and bullocks slam. Such al- 
so were the religious rites under the mosaic dispensation ; 
the firstlings of the flock were to be offered in sacrifice, the 
alter stained with blood and perfumed with incense. Mo- 
ses sprinkled both the book andthe people with blood. It 


is not at the present time attempted to conciliate the wrath 


ef God by a sacrifice of the lamb or the goat, and although 


at the altar no victims bleed, and no incense ascends, yet in 


principle the worship is the same. 


It is now said that the heart and all the natural affec- 
tions must be sacrificed to God ; that this is the most accepta- 
ble offering ; that the greater sacrifice we make of our hap- 
piness and the more gloomy and miserable we render our- 
It issaid 
we must take wp our cress, mortify the flesh, and crucify 
the natural man; and this is supposed to be pleasing to 


selves, the more acceptable we become to God. 


God and to recommend the devote to his faveur. From 


e influence of such false sentiments of God, celibacy, 


me a virtue, and not Only privations but actual inflic- 
tion of injury and self punishment, was regarded as highly 
meritorious in the sightof God. To be truly pious, one 


woust. withdraw fromthe world, and devotee himself to 
serving God, and hence monasteries were established, 


which became the receptacles of idleness, sloth and vice. 


The greater the sacrifice of natural feelings, the greater 
was supposed to be the piety ; and hence these religious es- 
tablishments, were generally located in gloomy and retired 
places, and the miserable inmates of them, immured within 
the monastic walls of a prison were depmved even of a 
sight of the “ glorious luminary of heaven” and the ani- 
To be most distinguished for pie- 
ty, was to retire from the world, and neglect all the duties 
of life ; to become most acceptable to a God of infinite love 
and goodness, was for the devotee, voluntarily to deprive 
himself of all enjoyment and to endure the greatest misery 
The whippings and severe austerities prac- 
tised in Catholic countries, by various sects of ascetics is 
well known ; and it isequally obvious that these practi- 
ges and austerities, have formed the leading and principal 


mating face of nature. 


and distress. 


part of the religious worship among all nations where a 


dark and gloomy superstition has prevailed. . The systems 
of sacrifices, expiations, offerings, propitiations, are all foun- 
ded upon the same principle, and their worship directed 
The principle, is, that the performance 
of religious rites and ceremonies is rendering a service to 
God, is pleasing to him and tends to conciliate his favour. 
All false and idolatrous worship consists of the perform- 
ance of rites and ceremonies which are believed to propi- 
tiate the wrath of an angry God, and to recommend the 


by the same spirit. 


Worshipper to his favour ; and in all such systems, morti- 


fications, and privations are believed to be services the 


most pleasing and acceptable toGod. All such religions 
have their devotees, fanatics, ascetics and penitents, who 
devote their lives to the service of God and think they rec- 
ommend themselves to him by their austerities, privations 
and sufferings. The performance of penance, they cou- 
sider a service rendered to God, and expect to be rewarded 
sn heaven for all theis-privations and sufferings on, earth. 


claim m their favour, which he cannot disregard. The 
more zealous they have been in his cause, and the greater 
their sufferings the greater is to be their reward; and 
hence martyrdom of which all false religions can beast, af- 
fords the strongest assurance of the highest happiness in 
another world. 

No people have exceeded the Hindoos in their austeri- 
ties, Devotees and penitents, says Beinard, “ go long pil- 
grimages not only stark naked, but loaded with iron chains 
like those about the necks of Elephants. Not long ago 
one of them finished measuring the distance between Be- 
nares and Juggernaut by stretching himself on the ground 
and rising, which must have taken up years io complete.” 
In the Institutes of Menu, it is said of a Bramin who wish- 
es to be periect, “let the twice born man dweil ina forest, 
his faith being firm and his organs wholly subdued; let 
him eat green herbs, roots and fruit ; let hum wear a black 
antelope’s hide or a vesture of black; let him suffer the 
hair of his head, his beard and his nails to grow continual- 
ly; let him slide backwards and forwards on the ground, 
or stand a whole day on tiptoe,or continue in motion ri- 
sing and sitting, alternately. In the hot seasons let him 
stand exposed to five fires, four blazing around him with 
the sun above. Inrain, let him stand uncevered where 
the clouds pour the heaviest showers. In the cold season 
let him wear humid vesture, and let him increase by de+ 
grees the austerity of his devotion ; and enduring harsher 
and harsher mortifications, let him dry up his bodily frame: 
Let him advance in a straight path towards the mvisible 
northeast point, feeding on water and air, till his morta§ 
frame totally decays, and his soul becomes united with the 
Supreme.” The same superstitious uotions préveiled 
among the Egyptians, Persians and Grecians : “ sevegal of 
the sacred rites of the Egyptians, says Doctor Priestly, con 
sisted of mourning; whilst the sacrifice on the festival of 
Isis was burning, the people kept beating the. és.” it 
is stated by Jablonski, that “no person could be initiated 
into the sacred rites of Mithra among the Persians until he 
had gone through eighty degrees of torture of different 
kinds, He was first made to swim over a great space of 
waiter and then te throw himself into the fire. He then 
passed a long time in solitude, abstained from food, &¢, &e. 
If he survived these, he was initiated into the mysteries.” 

It is a position demonstrably certain, that the spirit and 
object of thereligious worship of the different systems of 
heathen Idolatry was essentially the same as those of cath- 
olicism during its most flourishing periods; and as calvin- 
ism is only a modification of catholicism, the religious wor- 
ship of calvinists at the present day is founded upon the 
same principle and directed by the same spirit; if differs 
only indegree. Do not all real calvinists suppose that by 
the observance of religious rites and duties, they @pe ser- 
ving God, and recommending themselves te his fayour 
Do they not suppose that by attending conference meetings, 
encouraging the various religious societies and objects, cop~ 
tributing to the support of missions ; to spread the gospel 
and circulate the bible, they are rendering important ser- 
vices to God, which are calculated to recommend them to 
his favour? Do they not suppose, that in a state of nature 
as they express themselves, they are the objects of Co's 
wrath, and that they must do something to conciliate his 
esteem? Do they not also believe that mortifieation, and 
penance performed through a spirit of piety, is pleasing to 
God? Arenot their religious services entirely abstracted 
from their moral & social duties, and consi as rendered 
to, and as having a direct influence upon the Supreme Be- 
ing? Such is the effects of the spirit of calvinism on re- 
ligious worship, giving it a similar character to that of 
catholicism and the superstitions of heathemism ; its object’ 
being the same, namely to appease the wrath of an angry 
God,and propitiate his favour. What can he more o} posite 
j te the epirit ef devotion as disclosed in the gospel. Weare: 
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there informed that God is love and that he will not have 
sacrifice, but mercy, and that those who worship him, must 
worship him in spirit andintruth. ‘There can be no true 
devotion but what proceeds from love in the heart iowards 
God ; this inspires reverence homage aud devotion; and 
makes religious worship pleasing and agreeable, being the 
spontaneous tribute of a grateful heart. T. 
2S 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


SATURDAY, Febraary 8, 1823. 


MR. MAFFITT. 


The Ecclesiastical Council, mentioned in the last Intel- 
ligencer as having convened in Boston, at the request of 
the Rev. John N. Maffitt, to investigate the charges brought 
against him by the Editor of the Gallaxy, after a session of 
a few days, adjourned to this town, where they have been 
in session since ‘J'uesday last. The Council rose last eve- 


; and we are authorized to state, that they have unan- 














imously ACQUITTED Mr. Maffitt, from all those charges. | 


R. I. Religious Intelligeneer. 


The following letter from Joseph A. Merrill, Presiding 
Wider of New-London District, appeared in the Provi- 
dence Religious Intelligencer, of Jan. 17. 


“ Mr. Badger : Sir—In reading the Trial of Mr. Buck- 
ingham for am alledged libel on Rev. Mr. Maffitt,1 was 
struck with some surprise at the inference drawn by Mr. 
A. Jones, jun. from Mr. Maffitt’s expressing thathe some- 

_ times had doubts respecting christianity. And I feel ita duty 
to communicate to the public a conversation J had with Mr. 
Maflitt, at his own house in Bostan, some time in the menth 
ef Deeember, 1821. ‘The substance of which, is as follows: 
Tn a conversation with him ea the subject of the reforma- 
tion then in Boston, he expressed very freely to me, the trials 
temptations and doubts that frequently assailed kis mind ; 
and that he was sometimes tempted to doubt ail religion, 
and almost every thing else. He regretted that he was 
not better prepared to defend ‘the truths of christianity ; 
and also expressed a desire to become acquainted with 
those books which would havea tendency to fortify his 
mind against such attacks, solve his doubts, and strengthen 
his faith. The inference I drew from this conversation, 
was, not that he was an infidel; but that he was sensible 
of his inexperience in theology, was an honest enquirer af- 
ter truth and anxiously desired a knowledge of the eviden- 
ces by which the doctrines he had adopted were suppor- 
ted.” 


Yours, &c. 
JOSEPH A. MERRILL. 
Presiding Elder of New-London District, 
Providence, Jan. 13, 1823. 


In reply to the above, the Rev. Mr. Jones, makes the 
following declaration in a letter, in the Intelligencer of the 


Ath Jan. 


“To draw an inference, when under oath, on such a 


subject, and, on such an occasion as the Trial, espeeiallyi 


that inference is represented to have, not any or slight 
grounds,»must be most disreputable to any one. To be 
mistaken, or to misapprehend. Mr. Maffitt, when my testi- 


mony isso explicit and positive, is equally disreputable 
and can only be resolved into an acecusition of perjury 


Yet such are the accusitions, or ensinuatiors of the advo- 
cates of Mr. Maffitt, some of them, men from whom, on ac- 
count of their office and character, more candour and mag- 
nanimity, or discrimination might. be expected. I there- 
fore conceive it to be a duty] owe to myselfas a man and 
. and to the public who are concerned to know 


a cle 
the truth, to state ; that my festimony cannot possibly bea 


him, his conversation with me was entirely different ; thet 
in his conversation with me, he spoke of the fact of his hav- 
ing no belief in Christianity, not of doubts or temptations 
respecting it, nor of doubts concerning its doctrines ; that 
his language with me was express, and (i: not admit of 
mistake, or misapprehension. Plain language has on all 
oceasions been considered sufficient ; but ifin this case it is 
not sufficient, the following particulars as given in my tes- 
timony, must beconclusive. Ist, The fact that] was then 
friendly to Mr. Maffitt. 2d, His manner was not that of a 
pevson under doubts-or temptations. 3d, He told it ase 
great secret. 4th, My answer to him, thai if he preached 
the doctrines of Christianity he should believe Christianity. 
oth, His request that I would give him a list of books ou 
the evidences of Christianity, (not on the particular doc- 
trines which he has since said he doubted.) 6th His dee- 
laration, that he did not read the Scriptures.” 


We feel it to be our duty to make a few remarks on the 
acknowledgement of Mr. Maffitt, as made to Mr. Jones, 
and to Mr. Merrill. In making these remarks, we assure 
our Methodist brethren, that we are got governed by any 
hostile spirit toward them as a denomination of Christians ; 
neither are we possessed of any improper feelings towards 
Mr. Mailitt. Itis to prevent men from yielding to momen- 
tary operations upon their passions, and to save them from 
that blind zeal, which makes them slaves, by destroyiug 
the exercises of reasen and common sense, that we offer 
the following observations. , 

In our remarks we will admit the most favorable con- 
struction that can be put on Mr. M’s. confession, although, 
in so doing, we may im the opinion of many, be unjast te 
Mr. Jones, that our observations may have the more 
weight with those who will sufier themselvs to examine the 
subject before us. Mr. Merrill says, “in a conversation 
with him (Maflitt) on the subject of the reformation ix 
Boston, he expressed very freely to me, the frials, the 
temptations, and doubis that frequently assailed bis mind : 
and that he was sometimes tempted te doubt ALL RELI- 
GION and almost EVERY THING ELSE. He regretted 
that he was not better prepared to defend the truths of 
christianity ; and also expressed a desire to become acquain- 
ted with those books which would have a tendency to for- 
tify his mind against such attacks, solve his doubts, and 
strengthen his faith.” 

This much from Mr. Merrill, whose testimony we pre- 
sume, no Methodist brother will call in question, We 
will aiso agree with Mr. M. in his inference, that he did 
not consider Mr. Maffitt an infidel ; “ but that he was sen- 
sible of his INEXPERIENCE in theology, was an honest 
enquirer after truth ; and anxiously desired a knowledge 
of the evidences, by which the pocTRINES HE HAD 
ADOPTED were supported.” Now we appeal to the good 
sense of all men, whether a man, who is “tempted to doubt 
all religion, and almost every thing else,” can be looked 
upon as a man qualified to preach the great and important 
truths of the Gospel. We ask the reader for one moment 
to fancy himself in a chapel listening to as eloquent and 
powerful a preacher, as Mr. Maffitt is considered to be, who 
is urging sinners to turn to God that they may escape eter- 
nal damnation—telling them how much his heart is pain- 
ed for them,—that for them, he sheds the briny tear; and 
while doing this, he is passing his white handkerchief over 
his eyes to wipe away the tears : or pressing the Holy Bi- 
ble to his breast, speaks of the precious truths therein con- 
tained, the necessity of believing every thing written in 

that volume, in order to avoid eternal death, and ruin ; ur- 
ging people to afull faith in the divine word, or, that at 
the day of judgment he will be compelled to bid them an 
eternal farewell, and see them driven from the presence of 
God to dwell with Devils and damned spirits, while thus 
listening, suppose some one should whisper, the preacher 
r| has serious doubts as to the truth of what he is preaching. 




















f 


9 





the explanation which Mr. Merrill would give it; that) What we ask, would be the sensations of the hearer, and 


whatever may have been Mr. Ma/fitt’s eonversation with | what opinion would he form of the preacher? Wouldke 
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consider him an honestman? [doubt it. Amanwhoim-'asm so much encouraged in these Jatfer days, and which 
poses upon us that, for truth, of which he has serious doubis, has operated so much to the injury of the methodist cause. 
himself, cannot strictly speaking, be an honest man. ,It has been frequently the case, that young men, who have 
We conceive that a sincere and honest would stop never troubled themselves about religion, and who never 
reaching, until he was fully convinced in own mind ; read the scriptures except atschool, have been operated up- 
est he should deceive his hearers, by preaching what, on in one of those revivals, become converted, & filled with 
might not be the truth. If Mr. Maffitt had sufficient reas-|zeal. In the moment of enthusiasm they considered them- 
on to doubt’ the truth or reality of “all religion,” he)selves called of God to préach, and have issued forth te 
surely has been acting the part of the hypocrite, in his) teach mankind, when they themselves were entirely ignor- 
great exertions to drag people, especially the youth, up to antof the seriptures, and as destitute, as Mr, Madffitt is, of 
the altar to be prayed for, that they might obtain that re-| the evidences necessary to support (he doctrine they had 
ligion, (the reality of which he doubted) lest they should! adopted, and whose efforts were only to work upon the pas- 
be cast beyond the reach of mercy, and be forever lost. sions and excite the fears oftheir auditors; and who had ne 
Thescriptures deolare that “ he that doubts is damned”—+\ other reason to offer why men should believe, than that 
* He that believetli not is condemned already,” and this no| they would be damned if they did not ; and whe knew of ne 
doubt Mr. M. has urged upon his hearers, while he himself way, by which a person might obtain religion, exoept by 
had these doubts—and was in fact in unbelief. passing through all the feelings they had experienced. 
Mr. M. by his labors produced a great excitement, or, But it appears that Mr, M. even had his doubts about, 
revival in Boston,—In the midst of this work of the Lord,) erperimenial religion, He acknowledges before the Court 
se called) he was visited by Mr. Merrill from New-Lon-}in Boston that be “ had doubts of the experimental effect 
on, and being questioned by Mr. M. as to this work which| of religion upon the heart.” We cannot besurprised at 
he was instrumental in producing, says, “he has great TRI-| his doubts on this point, as with all his experience, he was 
ALS, TEMPTATIONS and DovBTs” and “ was sometiines' still destitute of the evidences of the truth of christianity ; 
tempted to doubt ALL RELIGION, and almost every thing’ ifthe doctrines he had adopted were thedoctrines of Christ, 
else ;” and begs to be furnished with evidence in proof of| Nor are we surprised that he should doubt the exper- 
Christianity. He leaves Boston for Providence,—there al-| imental effect of religion upon the heart, if he had care~ 
so a work commences, during which, he expresses the same! fully noticed the falling away of those converts whom his 
doubts to the Rev. Mr. Jones, which he had mentioned to! zeal had made, and who had been brought to the altar by 
Mr. Merrill. Thus we find him travelling from place to|his importunity. It is an indisputable fact, that whem 
place, and laboring day and night, to impose upon people; these revivals die away, and the excitement on the mitd 
that for truth, of which he had serious doubts himself ; and) ceases to operate, many draw back, as the phrase is, agaim 
harrowing up every feeling of their souls, with the direful| into the world; and many more would, were. it not that 
apprehension of endless misery if they did not become re-|they are closely watched, and every symptom of a desire 
ligious, when he himself very much doubted the reality|to quit the connection met with zealous labors to stop them. 
ef religion. It is not a matter of surprise, that.a man who had Ja- 
There is another ¢ircumstance mentioned in Mr. Mer-|boured with so much zeal day and night, shold doubt the 
till’s letter, which is, that Mr. Maffitt anxiously desired a} experimental: effect of Religion upon the heart, when he 
knowledge of the evidences by which the doctrines he had/ found it necessary to have spies, and runners to Watch the 
adopted were supported.” From this it appears that Mr.! movements of his converts, who had professed to have 
M:had adepteda system of doctrine without eVvidencé.| experienced religion, many of whom would escape ftom 
No wonder then he should have his doubts. We ask again. | the toil, did not the persevering exertions of those ap- 
Can such a man be considered, as called, and qualified to pointed to watch over them prevent it. 
preach the important truths of the Gospel ? a man. who| Were those converts convinced by scripture doctrine of 
after preaching some years, and who has been considered'the truth of the christian religion: did they enjoy its sul+ 
#chosen instrument of God in producing wonderful revi-' utary and heart cheering effects, they would be in no haste 
vals, is found according to his own acknowledgement, des-|to forsake it. It is written“ he that beleiveth shall not 
titute of the evidences necessary to suppoft the doctrine | make haste to pass itover.” Those flights of passibh never 
hehas adopted, who must have taken things upon trust | convince the mind—they furnish no evidence of the truth 
which it was his duty to examine, and to be fully convin-| of the doctrines of christianity; they leave the mind in 
ced of, before he attempted to preach. In these acknow!-| the uncertainty of doubt ; and subjected to. varied temp- 
edgements of Mr. M. we have an evidence of the truth of tationseven to deubt “ religion, and almost every thing 
Mr. Jones’ testimony, who asserts, that M. told him “ that) else.” 
he did not read the scriptures."—Well may Mr. M. have! eee 
doubts as to the truth of christianity if he does not read| 4 serious question for the illustration of a certain D. D. 
the scriptures in which the christian religien is taught to 


mankind, and which is the christians rule and guide in mat-| The Dr. to whom the question is referred, is very desire 
tersof faith and practice. Can Mr. M. be justified in using} ous of proving the doctrine of total depravity. In his la 
the scriptures when he acknowledges his ignorance of) bors to effect this object, he says, “ we are born totally de- 
them, and upon their authority sentence men to eternal woe.| praved, and enemies to God.” He also contends, that there 

But perhaps Mr. M. understands the scriptures without) is vo alteration, or change at, or after death; and that wher 
the toil and labor of reading. He who could obtain, and|a man dies, his character is formed and fixed for eternity. 
use the thoughts of Mr. Walker as contained in his sermons,| Our question is—What becomes of those infants who are 
-withont perusing them, may with as much ease, obtain | born totally depraved, and enemies to God, and 0 die in 

wledge of the scriptures.—It is well however, the reign! infancy ; many of them almost as soon as they are borm? 

of Witcucrart is past, or something serious might hap-| We are unwilling to say, the Dr. believes in the eternal 
‘pen to a mian, possessing this happy facility of obtaining) damnation of infants, lest he should eopsider it a foul asper- 
knowledge. But these doubts rise before us, and shew us| sion, designed to injure him. Nor are we willing to say 
that Mr. M. is ignorant of the scriptures, he wants evidence | that he does not believe in his fayorite | is, that 
ef the truth of what he professes to believe. T'wo things, there is no alteration or chiige after death. Now as in- 
“arenow before us one of which we must choose. We fants are born totally depraved, and enemies to God: those 
must acknowledge that Mr. M. does not read the scriptures, who die almost immediately at their birth, or a few days 
is entirely ignorant of them, or, that the seriptures do not) or weeks after, witheut meeting with any change while 
contain any evidence of the truth of Christianity, so that ‘here : unless there is a change afier death—must be 
he is obliged to seek proof elsewhere. dammed. Not being able to solve the difficulty, and unwi)- 
“ Welmve m Mr Moffitt. the effects of that wild enthuti- | ling to charge the Rev. Dr. with inconsistency; we. pro- 
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pose the question for his illustration. Whether he believes | POETRY. 
in the damnation of mfants,—if not, how this totally de-| 
ravity being, is to be saved, not having met with a change From the Philad. Advocate. 
this world. And we ask him to inform us of the cor- THY WILL BE DONE 
rectness and propriety of the Saviour’s conduct, in taking “ F ei 
these totally depraved enemies in his arms, blessing them, When softow casts its shade around, 
~and saying, “of such is the kingdom of Heaven.” And pleasure seems our course to shun ; 
—— When nought but griefand care is found; 
From the Universalist Magazine. How sweet tosay—Thy will be done. 


Messrs, Editors —A few days since, being on a visit at When sickness lends its pallid hue, 
the house cfa good old uncle of mine, who by the way is And every dream of bliss has flown ; 
what they call an orthodox Deacon: I found him looking When quickly from the fading view, 
over the Boston papers; among other things which seem- Recede the joys that once dere known ¥ 
ed to fix his attention, was a subject proposed for discussion The soul resign’d, will still rejoice, 
by the * Boston Debating Society.”—Viz. “ ought a parent Though life’s last sand is nearly run— 
‘én any case to disinherit a child.’ My uncle seemed peculiar-} ““""With gn e faith and trem") ne voice,” 


ly interested with this subject, the more so, in consequence It whispers soft—Thy will be done. 

of his having the misfortune of nourishing and bringing up, 

‘what is commonly called, a‘ spoiled child.’ When call’d to mourn the early doom 

‘The good old man after a few minutes of silent reflection, Of one affection held most dear, 

heaveda deep sigh, and said; hard indeed must be the While o’er the closing silent tomb, 

heart ofthat parent, that can entirely give up achild. I The bleeding heart distills the tear ; 

told my uncle that I believed the subject was not stated Though love its tribute sad will pay, 

exactly as itshould be, that it should stand thus : Ought And early streams of solace shun— 

a parent in any case to discard achild, when the parent has Still, still the humble soul would say 

the power to reclaim, and make him a penitent and dutiful In lowly dust—Thy will be done. 

gon. The old gentleman, withsome warmth, replied no 

man in his senses would propose a question like that, for Whate’er, O Lord, thou hast design’d 

the father must be worse than the evil one, to be guilty To bring my soul to thee in trust ; 

ofsuch a character. My only answer was, be careful my If mis’ries, or afflictions kind ; 

Gear uncle, how you apply a character to the God you For all thy dealings, Lord, are just: 

worship, which you very justly consider worse than that Take all—but grant in goodness free, 

of the adversary. NATHAN. That love which ne’er thy stroke should shun; 

— Support this heart, and strengthen me 
From the N. Y. Gospel Herald. Tosay in truth—Thy will be done. 
A clergyman, a Mr. Thompson, of the Methodist persua- ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


sion, recently arrived in Philadelphia, from England. The} 4 few years ago a clergyman who was a zealous believ« 
Methodist brought him forward as their champion, tocon-| er jn total depravity, one day called upon one of his pa- 
fute the Universalists in the:r discussion in the Berean So-| rishioners. He happened to take a seat by the side of a 
ciety, where Mr. Thompson was convinced of the error,) cradle, in which, an infant lay asleep. The babe had just 
and acknowledged the truth. He is now preaching the) begun to take a little notice of objects, and to smile when 


doctrine of the “ restoration of all things.” spoken to. The godly man engaged in conversation with 
= the family While conversing he turned his eye upon the 
From the (Canandmgua) Plain Truth. infant which had awaked, It smiled upon him, as he was 


Mr. Willis, of the Boston Recorder, in the Numberof|speaking. Upon whieh he exclaimed. Oh! you little 
that paper for December 7th, has published an extract un-| VIPER laying there sm1LinG, with malice enough in your 
der the head, “ Requisites to the labour of converting sin-| :Eant to dethrone God, if you could. 
ners,” containing the following : “ Do you ever feel anx- —o— 
ious for his[a friend's] soul, that though it isan emanation| Confucius.—This Chinese philosopher was born 551 
of the eternal mind,—the brother of angels,—though its ca-| years before Christ.—* Human nature,” he said, “ came to 
pacities for pleasure and endurance are boundless,—thoush | ys from heaven pure and perfect ; but, in process of times 
immortality is interwoven in its very being, and the fields | ionorance, the passions, and evilexamples have corrup- 
of its action and enjoyment occupy immensity and eterni-|ted it. All consists in restoring it to its primitive beauty; 
ty,—and though it HAS BEEN REDEEMED by the | and to be perfect, we'must re-ascend to that point we have 
blood of the Son of God, is yet in danger of being lost ? of fallen from. Obey heaven, and follow the orders of Him 
becoming an ACCURSED thing in God's kingdom ”” !!| who eoverns it. Love your neighbour as yourself; let 
—Here 1s what is called “orthodoxy,” and we should really | your reason and not your senses be the rule of your con- 
tike to hear the author’s answer to the question, What duct; for reason will teach you to think wisely, to speak 
does this language of yoursmean? He says that after a! prudently, and to behave yourself worthily on all occa 
soul has been redeemed, itis in d-ager of being lost, aud of | gigns."—Sec Le Comple 
becoming an accursed thing im God's Kingdom? Suppose | 
‘this piece of a sermon were sent to the missionaries at; = NOTICE 
Brainerd, and by them preached to the Indians; what! Z 
‘would they make of it? Would they not ask,“ If a soul | The Agents for the lvavrrer will confer a favor on the 
is in danger of being lost, after it has been redeemed by the| pn blishers, by collecting and remitting the sums due for the 
‘blood of the Son of God, does not that scu! standin need! , Vol 
of another redemption ?” And they might add to this,| “BCOND Yolume. 

















How is it to be a second time redeemed ? Is the Son of God|== = me 3 a 
again to die upon the cross, or is it left for some mission- PRINTED BY J. T. BeEBE, Szemi-MonTHLY, 
ary to effect what the death of our Sa viour could not ? FOR THE PROPRIETORS. 


Strange as it may seem, just such senseless pralins as this 
has taken many thousands of dollars from needy and ent 4 FEW RODS SOUTH OF THE LITTLE BRIDGE, 
ering farnilies, and transferred them te missionary coffers.| Af ON DOLLAR RBG ANNUM—PAXARLE BY ADVANCE. 
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